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2020 DIGITAL
CONVENTION

MLA TEACHER TRAINING COURSE

LEARNER TRAINING: APPROACHING A LISTENING TASK

Of the four skills in English, students seem to struggle most with listening. How can we as teachers equip them with the ability 
to listen with confidence when so many variables can cause problems; unfamiliarity with the subject, a difficult accent, exam 
questions designed to distract and mislead? Additionally, how can we make the most out of listening activities we do in the 

classroom to better exploit the language and give opportunities for students to respond naturally to what they hear?
We will look at some activities we can do before a listening to better prepare students for what they are about to hear, and 
some ideas for what to do after a listening to extend the activity and increase the opportunities for learning. We will also 

outline ways we can turn listening into a more authentic experience for the learner, so that they can respond to it personally 
and so more fully engage with what they hear.
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